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YEARS BEFORE A WARY WORLD CAME TO KNOW THE X-MEN 
AS AN INTERNATIONAL BAND OF EXOTIC ADVENTURERS, THERE 
WERE A HANDFUL OF TROUBLED TEENAGERS, AND ONE MAN 
WITH A DREAM... STAN LEE PRESENTS: 


FREEZING 
WATERS CHILL 
BLOOP THAT IS 
ALREADY COLP. 


LEAN MUSCLES 
ACHE ANP CRY 
OUT FOR 
RELEASE FROM 
THIS: Te 

TASK. 


EYES STING AS 
THEY PEER 
THROUGH SALTY 
BRINE THAT THEY 
WERE NEVER 
MEANT FOR. 


BUT THE MUTATE 
KNOWN AS 
AWHBIOUS 
FORCES HIMSELF 
TO IGNORE 
THESE FAINS. 


FORCES HIMSELF 
TO FRESS ON 
THROUGH THE 
COLP, THE CARK. 


SEARCHING. 


JOHN BYRNE 
ANP 


TOM FALMER 
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BUT WHERE? 
WE ARE MANY 


I’M 
GETTING 


AFFORP T5 


®E CHOOSY. 


A 
HEADACHE, £ 


MOIRA? 


ARE you 
FINISHED WITH 
YOUR EX AMIN- 
ATION? 


CO .. IS THAT 
THE MASTER 


SURVIVE! 


NOW, PLEASE? 


a 


AS MUCH 
AS TI CAV 


BE, 
CHARLES, 


SOMETHING 
DEFINITELY 
HAPPENED TO 
MS. GREY WHILE 
THE X-MEN 
WERE OLUIT IN 
SIACE,,,** 


.. BUT L CONALR, aiFAZING 
: = . SF WITHOU 
VUE. scTHERES HERS as LEAVING SO 
NARY A TRACE PESCRIBED MUCH AS A 
OF IT NOW. IT--IT WAS LikE MEMOR™” 
A PREAM.,. 


NOT WHATEVER THE EFFECT ANP yYouR 
CESS ILY, WAS--IT SEEMS TO HAVE 
MOEA. BEEN SOMETHING WHICH OPINION, 


BuT... WITH 
ALL THIS STAR 
WARS 
PARAPHERNALIA... 
». SHOULDN’/T 
YOU BE ABLE 


TO DETECT 
EVEN THAT? 


SHOULD 


WE BE 
CONCERNEP? 


COMPLETELY ERASEP / nytact Geare 


ITSELF, 


I CAN’T SAY, 
CHARLES, 


ALL I CAN 
SUGGEST IS 
THAT YOU KEEP 
AN EYE OPEN 
FOR ANY 
REOCCURRENCE. 


SOMETHING 
TROUBLING YOu, 


DOCTOR? 


PERHAPS 
THAT’S AS MUCH 
AS WE'LL EVER 
KNOW. PERHAPS 

THERE IS 

NOTHING T2 


BUT,.., VYMNOT 
A TELEFATH, 
LIKE CHARLES. IN 


FACT, MY 
INTEREST IN 
MUTATION... 


ONLY A TERRIBLE SENSE STARTING 
WITH THE 


WORST. 


I CAN/T HELP 


THINKING THERE | OF BEING--OUT OF CONTROL. 
IS Ce TO 


IR 
EXPERIENCE OUT 
IN SPACE, y 


AS IF--AS IF 


THAT HAD NEVER 


IS THERE EXPERIENCED 


.. HAS NOTHWG 
TO BO WITH MY 
HAVING ANY 
POWERS OF MY 
OWN. 


TRIGGEREP THE 
POWER IN ME. 


ANP I CAN SEE 
IN YOUR MIND 
WHAT IT IS YOu 
WANT TO ASK 
ME. 


ANP SOME 
WHO ARE NOT 
MUTANTS. OUR 


THERE ARE 
MANY EVIL 


ANOTHER ONE 


a I HAVE BEEN 
YES... MOIRA. OF CHARLES 


I AM PEEPLyY SINCE OUR PLANE 
TROUBLED, CAME OVER THE 


HORIZON AND I 
SAW MUR 
ISLANP FOR THE 
FIRST TIME, 


YES--THE 
NON-MUTAVT 
VARIANT WHO 

CALLS HIMSELF 
SAURON. 


WE X-MEN 
KNOW ONLY 
TOO WELL WHAT 
HE'S euoere: 


“IT WONPER IF 
THERE ARE MANY 
MORE HE HASN’T 
SHARED WITH 
EVEN ME!” 


S -- LIKE 
TELLING SCOTT 
ANP HANK THAT 
HE WAS TAKING 
ME TO_BOSTON 

TO SEE SOME 
SPECIAUSTS,.. 


XAVIER'S HTTLE MUTANTS WHO 
SECRET: 


WOULD SEEK TO 
EXPLOIT WHAT 


WE ARE 
LEARNING HERE, 


OLD PARTNER, 
KARL LY¥KOS 
FOR INSTANCE, 


-»» BUT--THERE 
HAVE BEEN £0 
MANY SECRETS 
LATELY, MOIRA. 
SECRETS 
PROFESSOR X 
HAS SHARED 


ARE 
THERE? 


I CANNOT THEN 
ANSWER THAT | THE ANSWER 
WITHOUT 1S 
KNOWING WHAT ISN/T IT? 
YOU ALREADY 
KNOW, JEAN. 


ANP I CAN- 
NOT LEARN WHAT 
YOU ALREADY 
KNOW WITHOUT 
POSSIBLY 
REVEALING 
THINGS YOU HAVE 
NO IMMEDIATE 
NEED TO KNOW. 


WHY, 
PROFESSOR? 
CHARLES? 

WHY 


DON’T YOU 
TRUST YOUR 


OWN 
STUPENTS? 


“I/M NOT SURE I 
poet CONN TO 


MY 
Fe tIENDS.” 


ITISNOTA 
MATTER OF 
TRUST, JEAN. _ 


Aah En 
you 
An YOUR 
MIN? AGAINST 


I CAN... 
ALMOST 
UNPERSTANP, 
CHARLES, YOU 
HAVE TAKEN A 
TREMENDOUS 
BURDEN UPON 
YOURSELF, 


BUT NOT THE 
OTHERS 
BECAUSE NONE 
OF THEM HAVE 
MENTAL 


POWERS? 


MOST PROBES... 


THEY.. 


SAID I’M FIT 


WHAT DIP 

* THE BOSTON 
POETORS 
HAVE TO 


DOING ABT 
THAT WHEN THE 


SCANNERS 
DETECTED YOUR 
APPROACH, SIR. 


YOUR ARRIVAL 
WAS MOST 

FROFITOUS, 

I MusT SAY. 


AS A FIDPPLE, 
SCOTT. 
‘Nr 


YOU SEEM 
PISTRESSED, 
MclOY. WHAT 

PO YOU HAVE TO 

REPORT? 


CEREBRO 


HAS DETECTED 
A_NEW MUTANT, 


PROFESSOR. 


YOU HAVE 
SET YOURSELF 
AS A BULWARK 

AGAINST THE 
FORCES OF EVIL 
IN MUTANTKIND, 


BuUT,,. IM 
NOT SURE I FEEL 
COMORTABLE 
WITH THESE 
DECEPTIONS.. 


MY OLD 
COLLEAGUES 
GAVE MARVEL 
GIRL _A CLEAN 

BILL OF HEALTH, 
CYCLOPS. 


BUT WHY 


ARE YOU ANP THE 


BEAST IN THE 
HANGAR 
INSTEAD OF ON 
MOMTOR DUTY 
IN THE MANSION? 


ASHLEY? 


COME ON, 
HONEY, YOU'RE 
GOING TO MSS 

YOUR BUS... 


———— 
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SHES WHERE / H HI M, 
. ANP I DON’T a rie uP THE Heck ASHLEY! OH, HI M2. 
: ALREADY? ake 


WHERE WERE I... JUST 
YOu? I’/VE NEVER ne mo 
KNOWN YOU TO 
GETUPTHIS , NEEDED TO 
EARLY! A DO. 


£5 <i |} 


BuT I I y VS | css ON TITEL ° THe eK 

- a , ‘ / \ | IN Cc 4 
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‘KAY? MY Bus! y i . \ - THERE? 


ITY 
CHAMBER WHICH 
HOUSES THE X- 
MEN'S MUTANT- 
SEEKING 
COMPUTER, 


CEREBRO. 


YES--A 
MOST PALPABLE 
HIT, INDEED, AND 
A POWERAIL 
SIGNAL. THIS MUTANT 
COULP HAVE — BUT IT DOES 


GREAT 
potentia., SC" EAELAN THE 


CONCERN. 


TS, 
teurkiae TaTmr~ 


LOOK AT THE 
LOCATION 
TRIANGULATOR, 


THAT MUTANT 


SIGNAL IS JUST 
A FEW MILES 
FROM PUNFEE, 

ILLINOIS... 


PROFESSOR. 


\,.. WHERE MY) ™ 
PARENTS HAPPEN 

STILL TO 

RESIPE” / + want To 


THANK YOU 
AGAIN FOR 


THIS, 
PROFESSOR. 


YOU ARE NATURALLY / I CONFESS, WHAT ABOUT HAVE YOu WELL, ,. THERE ITIS/ 
CONCERNED AS TO | FOCUS ON OUR THE READINGS MORE CASA MclOY! 
THE WELL-BEING OF CONTAET ON THAT PRECISELY - 
YOUR PARENTS. PORTABLE LOCATED OUR RUNNY--IT/S NOT 
CEREBRO UNIT MUTANT? P a | ALL THAT LONG 
PROFESSOR? Vi SINCE T LEFT 
f THESE PARTS TO 
JOIN YOU ANP 
THE OTHERS... 


MAIN TAM YET SO MUCH 
WITHOUT FIRST HAS HAPPENED IN 
MAKING SURE . TAT SHORT 
TH W) Ss SEEMS 
WE. Su A LIFETIME SINCE 

I LAST BEHELD 
THIS SCENE! 


IT IS ALMOST 

AS IF THERE 1S 

MOST PECULIAR. SOME KIND OF 
AT THIS RANGE CONFUCTING 

THE LOCATION SIGNAL 
SHOULD HAVE OVERLAYING 
BEEN CONFIRMED CEREBRO’'S 
BY NOW. SCAN. 


, THE 
HANK / = pe PLEASURE 
IT ls IS ENTIRELY 
you! 


ANP WITH 
PROFESSOR ¥ A 
XAVIER, TOO! ANY NEIGHBORHOOP, 
THIS IS AN <4 ANP COULD NOT 
HONOR, SIR! RESIST A 
f : SURPRISE VISIT! 


ALWAYS 


“BUSINESS”? THE SAME RECRUITING A 
THING THAT NEW STUDENT 
WHAT SORT F. 


OR 
OF BUSINESS P + PROFES. 
WOULP BRING XAVI 


WELL, WHAT- 
EVER YOUR 
REASON, YOUR 

FATHER WILL BE 


THE 
PROFESSOR 
MAKES SURE 


OUR NOSES 
NEVER STRAY 


SOR 
IER'S S30 PLEASEP 
“ FAR FROM THE 
- 
Soe ee GRINPSTONE! 
YOUNGSTERS. 
i W ARE 
THINGS AT THAT 
SCHOOL OF 
YOURS, ANYWAY, 


PROFESSOR? 


ro 4 


siti I ; RY " S E ; 
a AN | ; Ny] ty 5 q WHERE? 
a4 iit t} Rh’ Z 


q 


STUPENTS ~ 
CONTINUE THEIR = SEG 
COURSE OF \ oi’ | |g Ne iT 
STUDIES IN OUR NGI # 

ABSENCE...” Ue \ See 


OR WOULD 


BuT you! we onty Vil av? FE, yOu PREFER 
TELL, THE | YOURE SURE T's BEEN MET A COULE TA Grey AnD MARVEL Giki 
CONTACT ifs TOO LONG YU OF TIMES, WITH FS ANG CYCLOTS 


IWS FAR 
WARREN? = WITHOUT HIM 
GETTING IN 


ISN/T VERY ; WARREN, BUT... WHEN YOURE 
STRONG. = SUWVERS. NOW DUTY"? 


THERE'S A,.. 
CLOUD OF MUCH 
WEAKER 
CONTACTS ALL 
AROUNP HIM. 


EASY, SCOTT. AND... THE 
1 CAN REAPIN PROFESSOR 
HER MINP THAT KNOWS SHE 
SHE KNOWS ALL KNOWS / 
ABOUT US. 


YES-- 
PROFESSOR X 
HAS BEEN MOST 
UNDERSTANDING. 
ONCE HE GOT 
OVER THE INITIAL 
SHOCK, THAT IS / 


COUNTY AS Ti 
SURFACE OF THE 
EARTH WILL 

W, 


WOULD HAVE 
MAPE HIM 


BUT,,, EVEN 
IF YOU KNOW 
WHO WE 
ARE--HOW DID 
YOU GET INTO 
THE MANSION 
WITHOUT THE 

ALAR. 


THE PROFESSOR WAS 
KIND ENOUGH TO 
ALLOW ME ACCESS 
TO YOUR LESS... 
SENSITIVE AREAS. 


BUT, THAT'S 
NOT IMPORTANT 
NOW. IF YOUVE 
FOUND WARREN, 
WE HAVE TO GO 


ME 
SOUNPING? 


ES <> 
Ca 
GONNA MAKE 
GESS THAT 
HE PICKED up 
FERS. 
ELEF WE THINGS HE Wz 
SIGNAL TO LB. TRAINEP TO aed 


AFTER ALL, 


WHY NOT? I CAN 
TAKE CARE OF MY 
SELF, MARVEL GIRL. 


ANP I HAVE 
NEWS FOR 
WARREN THAT HE 
IS GOING TO 
WANT TO HEAR 
ila FROM 


ANP SENSI 
THE MESA 


<< 
a SENT BY Sue 
SS MENTOR... 


+». THE ONE you 
IT’S ONE OF THE CALL ICEMAN 


“AS SEEN IN OUR 
FIRST ISSUE - J 


THAT MAKES 
SENSE, IT 
WOULP BE JUST 


... AND GET 
HIMSELF IN ALL 
KINDS OF 
TROUBLE! 


LIKE BOBBY TO 
RUN OFF HALF 
COCKEP,,. 


SHE/LL BE 
TICKED WHEN HE 
] FINDS OUT HE'S 
MISSEP ALL THE 
FUN, THOUGH!” 


"AND AS THE MAN 
y CALLED HAVOK 


I KNOW... MAY6E IT’S 
SINCE TIT DON’T * JUST... HANGING 
EVEN KNOW WHO OUT HERE, SINCE 
I AM, |T DOESN’T YOU FOUNP ME 
MAKE MUCH 
SENSE THAT I'D 
REMEMBER YOU. 


HN ISSUE & - FT 


ALANA, 
(HI/ 


THE STRANGE 
ANP WELCOME 
PEACE I HAVE 
FOUND IN THIS 
SAVAGE PLACE 
MAKES IT ALL 
SEEM 30 LONG 
AGO... 


WELL, THE L GUESS 
READING ON OUR WE SHOULD 
MNI-CEREBRO GO GETHIM, 
UNIT INDICATES AND GIVE HIM 
HES NOT TOO FAR ALIFT HOME, 
AWAY. 


YOU KNOW, I 
KEEP THINKING 
YOU LOOK 
FAMILIAR, 


YES--I/M SURE THAT MUST BE IT. 


ITIS =D, 2. 
pulley © Fee a ae 
YOU SENSE, 

NOT TRUE 
RECOLLECTION. 


TRULY 
REMEMBEREP 
WHO I AM,, 


22. YOUR AIRST 
INSTINET WOULP 
BE TO STRIKE 
AT ME, AS THE 
MORTAL ENEMY 
YOU KNOW ME 
TO BE/ 


“YET IT IS BUT 
A MATTER OF A 
FEW SHORT 
WEEKS SINCE I 
DPIP_ BATTLE WITH 
THE X-MEN. 


‘WOT IN THIS 
FRAIL HUMAN 
FORM, BUT AS 
THE ALL- 
POWERFUL 
CREATURE FOR 
WHOM I TOOK 


}. 


“%—.NOWING My 
HUNGER WOULP 
CAUSE ME TO 
DRAIN THE 
PRECIOUS LIFE- 
ENERGY FROM 
TANYA IN BUT A 
MOMENT... 


"WAITING LONG 


4 “ANP SOT “e 
FELL--BUT NOT 
AS FAR AS I HAD 
THOUGHT I 


SPOTTING NE... 


WAN UNEXPECTED? 
Wa SAVEP 


“...I INCHED My 
WAY DOWN THE 
TREACHEROUS 
CLIFF, ANP 
FOUNP MySELF | 
IN A PLACE I HAD 


HEARP WHISPERED 
ABOUT IN 
LEGENP,,, 


Ke 


otk [aE ee 
SEEKING THE 
EMBRACE OF. 
OBLIVION OVER 
THE TOUCH OF 
My CHERISHEP, 
TANYA. 


“BUT KNOWING 
pea ise ALSO? 
1, 
YW IHE a Has THE 
[I 7 

MONSTERS THAT Wee TO IBOLATE 
POPULATE THIS MYSELF AS 
PLACE I SAWA BEST ICOUD... 
WAY TO FINP ALL. 
THE LiFE- 


YET EVEN IN 
THEIR FAILURE, 
THEY LAID A 


. IF I AM 
RIGHT, AND THEIR 
MEL 


LITTLE PIP T 


GUESS WHAT I HANISMS. 
WOULP FINP mee s ee ia fa 
Lyiteg ENERGIES ON 
THE LONG WHICH L CAN 
PEAP REMAINS FEEL... 
OF A GERMAN 
eat TION, 


SI T 
APPARENTLY ON 
AMISSION TO 
EXPLOIT THE 

GEOTHERMAL 
ENERGIES IN THE 
VOLCANIC 
STRATA BENEATH 
THIS ISLANP. 


(Udit 


} O 
ICA, TO 
“LINCIS,,, 


A DOMICILE 
OF ALMOST 
Nc eA 
ALCY, TL HAVE 
PROFESSOR: GROWN 
ACCUSTOMED 
TO FINDING OUR 


A 

WAYS IT 1S THAT 

AS MUCH AS 
ANYTHING WHICH 

SPURS THE 
UNNATURAL FEAR 
S50 MANY HOMQ 
SAPIENS HARBOR 
FOR MUTANTKINDP. 


a 


¥ 


YES--FEAR 
OF THE 
DIFFERENT, HOW 
WRENCHING TO A 
PAIR OF NORMAL 
HUMANS, . 


...TO FIND 
THEMSELVES 
PARENTS TO 
WHAT THEY 
MIGHT DEEM A fg 

MONSTER! 


BACKGROUNDS 
EVERY BIT AS 
NORMAL AS THIS, 
MclLOY... 


...HE OR SHE 
MAY NOT YET 
HAVE 


A 
MANIFESTED ANY 
EXTRAORDINARY 

ABILITIES FOR 
ANYONE ELSE TO 
SEE, 


IF IT AM CORRECT, 
ANP THIS IS 
INDEED THE 

HOME OF THE 

NEW MUTANT... 


NO SUCH 
FEARS HERE, 


NO 
RESPONSE 
TO THE 
POORBELL, 


WOULP IT 
BEHOOVE US TO 
SCOUT THE 
TERRAIN, 
PROFESSOR? 


ey AROUND, MclOY. 


PROFESSOR X 
CONTINUES TO 
TREAT US IN 
MANY RESPECTS 
AS THOUGH WE 
WERE ALL 
WOULP EVER NEOPHYTES. 
PO OTHER- 
WISE/ 


& ; 
an 


I FEAR THE 
BRIEF COMA 
INTO WHICH HE 
FELL AFTER OUR 
BATTLE WITH 
THE ZNOX...** 


1. MAY HAVE 
PONE DAMAGE 
WE HAVE YET TO 
AuLLYy 
ASCER TAIN. 


SWING SET, 
SANDPBOX--TOYE: 

SCATTEREP 
HITHER ANP YON. 


IT POES 
NOT TAKE AN 
INTELLECT OF 

HA, 


LMESIAN 
FROPORTION... 


«0. TO DEDUCE 
A_YOUNG CHILD 
RESIDES WITHIN 


YES... IN 
THESE DARK 
CORNERS COULD 
LURK ALL 
MANNER OF 
THINGS ON WHICH 
A CHILE MIGHT 
INJURE ITSELF. 


FAR BEIT 
FROM ME T2 
FASS JUPGMENT 
ON THE 
BEHAVIOR OF 
OTHERS... 


. BUT THIS 
SEEMS 
FRANKLY.,, 


THE POINT 
AT WHICH My 
OWN FARENTING 
SKILLS WOULP 
BE PUT TO THE 

_ TEST LIES 


I CANNOT HELP 
BUT THINK THIS 
ANCIENT 
STRUCTURE A 
DANGEROUS 


EPIFICE TO BE 
LEFT STANPING 
WITH A YOUNG 
CHILP ABOUT. 


SIBLE..7 


NS THIS STRICTLY 
SAR? 


NECES. 


WE X-MEN THEY ARE ...AND IF I/M 
DON’T WEAR OUR TO PROTECT GOING WITH YOU, 
COSTUMES JUST OUR REAL < YOU CAN/T 

TO MAKE A IDENTITIES... AFFORD _TO HAVE 

ANYONE MAY6BE 
RECOGNIZE ME... 


EB 
STATEMENT. 
; . ANP 


MAKE A 
CONNECTION. 


ITS ALITTLE 


ANYTHING A 
LUTTLE MORE 
STYLISH? 


IF YOU HAVE ; I/M NOT THERE’S BEEN 
REALLY SuRE, SO MICH GOING 
A SPARE OF YOUR SEALY SURE, a ICON 
FEELS... H TLIRMOIL IN 
NOUR LIVES. 


CURRENT 
COSTUME FOR 
CANPY TO 
WEAR... 7 MAYBE THIS 
«1. WHY ARE GIVES ME A 
OU STILL . SENSE OF 
WEARING YOUR , CONTIMITY/ 


OLD SCHOOL 


I/M NOT 
GETTING 
ANYTHING THAT 
COULD BE A 
CLEAR MENTAL 
IMPRESSION OF 
ANGEL, SCOTT. 


Ee HE 
ST WGHT NOT 
BE ON 
BOARD! 


THIS SHIP 
IS WAY TOO 
CREEPY! 


WHERE 
THE HECK IS IT 
REGISTEREP, 


+. THAT NASTY 
LOOKING 
FREIGHTER 
WOULDN’/T 
HAPPEN TO BE 
WHERE WE/RE 
IEADEP,.. 


WITH OUR 

STEALTH MOVE 

ACTIVATED, OUR 
AQUATIC 


LANDING SHOULD 


HAVE GONE 
UNPETEC TEP. 


I THOUGHT 
YOU SAID THAT 
COMPUTER OF 

YOURS TRACKED 

HIM HERE? 


TRANSYLVANIA? 


a —_ 


CEREBRO AT THIS 
ISNOTA CLOSE RANGE 
PRECISE THERE |S 


INSTRUMENT, ALWAYS A 
DANGER THE 
READINGS WERE 
OF _RESIDUAL 

. ENERGY. 


CANDY. 


THAT WOULD 
MEAN ANGEL 
WAS ON THIS 


YOURE NOT 
THE ONLY ONE 
GETTING BAD 

VIBES FROM THIS 
TUB. 


"|. .BUT IT 
DOESN'T TAKE 
A MINP REAPER 
TO TELL THEYRE 


OTHER 
THAN BEING 
UGLY, YOU 
MEAN? 


IT’S AS 

IF THEIR 
MINPS ARE d 

LO: ; 


THESE PEOPLE! TO ME! 


KEEP MOVING, 
LADIES. I/LL 
HOLD BACK OUR 
HOSTS. 


BuT... 1 AM 
GETTING 
IMPRESSIONS 
OF SOMETHING... 


SOMETHING 
ALMOST, 
~ OMIGOSH! 
a LOOK! 


LOOK... 


: ANP 
THERE’S CRUMB. He ee 


IS 
DOOR. WHICH IS 
LOCKED. 


| 
is CYCLOPS? 
: - 


...BUT THEYARE gf 


Ss 
EFFICIENT / 


AFTERNOON 
YOUNG LADY, 


IS THIS 
YOUR 
HOUSE? 


WoO ,< 
CAN’T LET YOU IN 
THE HOUSE. 


OH, I QUITE 
LUNPERS TANP, 
ASHLEY. WHEN 


DO YOu 
EXPECT... 


st Yi, 
IA fpf J / PF 


SS 
‘> ISSA 


Ie 


_ REPAIR SCANNERS REPORT: 
SEQUENCE © OPERATING AT DETECTING 
COMPLETED. EIGHTY-FIVE THREE MUTANTS 
IN IMMEPIATE 


CATALOGING: 
IDENTIFY FIRST 


IDENTIFY 
aay p78 MUTANT 


HENRY COO 
, COVE 
DESIGNATION CMIGHT ME OFF 
THI GUARD IN THE 
DARKNESS OF 
THE BARN... 


...BUT YOU WILL 
ie — FIND MEAMOST 
N OSs AP T see 

ELUSIVE BEAST, 

AS FAR AS yal .. PISINCLINED 
ARE CONCERNED, ¢ 10 REPEAT MY 
MY POSITRONIC d FORMER 

PAL/ MIS TAKES / 


RESPONSE 
CALCULATED. 


SECONDARY 
TARGET CAN BE 
ISOLATE? ANP 

CONTANEP WITH 
DELTA-7 NERVE 
GAS. 


CONFIRM; THIRD 
MUTANT 


IDENTIFIED. 
ASHLEY MARTIN. 
NO KNOWN COPE 

DESIGNATION. 


WHAT ARE yOu 
TALKING 
ABOUT ?? WHY 
ARE YOU DOING 
THIS??? 


E ARE 
COMPLYING WITH 
THE LAST 
ORDERS GIVEN 
TO US BY OUR 
CREATOR, 
LAWRENCE 
TRASK. 


YOU PUT THOSE 
MEN POW, 
RIGHT NOW! 


I DION’T HELP 
yOu, ANP HIDE 
YOu IN THE BARN 
S0 YOU COULD 
WRECK MY 
HOUSE! 


EXPLANATION: 
WE ARE 
SENTINELS, 
NUMERIC 


DESIGNATIONS 
B-7, D-3, AH, G- 
9 ANP 12. 


COMPLIANCE, 
SUBJECTS ARE 
INCAPABLE OF 


NOW You 
JUST EXPLAIN 
YOURSELF, 
MISTER! 


Dear Jason and Lysa, 

Thank you so much for 
having Joe Sinnott as spe- 
cial inker for the Fantastic 
Four in X-MEN: THE HID- 
DEN YEARS #8. | haven't 
seen the Torch look this 
dynamic in years. On 
page 18 when Johnny 
“flames on’ it’s spectacular. Any chance of 
that becoming a T-Shirt? That would be 
great. | hope that Joltin’ Joe is able to 
come back for more! 

The series itself is my current favorite. | 
look forward to each issue. Tom Palmer’s 
inks really mesh with Mr. Byrne’s style, and 
Greg Wright’s colors really make the 
images come to life. 

Keep up the great work and tell Mr. 
Sinnott thanks for a great job! 


Mike Sullivan 
Columbus, Ohio 


We’re happy to pass on your praises to 
the maestro, Mike — along with our 
own!! 


Dear John and Co: 

| have to admit, as much as I've loved 
each and every issue of this book so far, 
when | read the solicitations for X- 
Men:THY #8 | was a bit skeptical. 

On the surface it sounded great: John 
Byrne writing and drawing the Fantastic 
Four and the X-Men again in the same 
issue, inks by not only Tom Palmer but Joe 
Sinnott as well; it seemed like it had all the 
makings of a sure-fire hit except for the 
fact that, with John’s love for the F.F. and 
the fact that the X-Men would be outnum- 
bered (memberwise) 3-4, | was afraid that 
the X-Men would wind up looking like sup- 
porting characters in their own book. Oh 
me of little faith! From start to finish, X- 
MEN: THE HIDDEN YEARS #8 was a 
delightful read. The first page was hysteri- 
cal, the last page was shocking, and the 


story in-between 
was exactly how a 
LYSA team-up — should 
read, another, um, 
HAWKINS fantastic job! 


ASSISTANT 
EDITOR 


On a note totally 
unrelated to the 
issue itself; guys, 
it's been 8 issues 
now, so isn’t it time 
to get a name for 
the letters page? 
How about Lost in 
the (X-)Mail, or 
» something equally 
cheesy to reflect 
the relationship 


X-MEN: 
HIDDEN YEAR: 


ADDRESS PRINTED, PLEASE LET US KN 
IY BE EDITED FOR CONTE! 


GO) Marver Comics 
387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH » NEW YORK, NY 10016 
IF YOU DON'T WANT YOUR NAME AND 


between this book 
and the core title. 

Thanks again for the best book on the 
market. 


R. J. Droll 
Polaris319@aol.com 


Aw, shucks! What can we say, except 
to compliment you on your obviously 
impeccable taste! 


Dear Jason and Lysa: 

| was kind of in a hurry when | started 
reading #8, so | didn’t stop to look at the 
credits. | was reading fast and furiously 
when | hit the first splash page showing the 
Fantastic Four. Immediately | was aware 
that it was not Palmer’s inking (although | 
love his work). | thought, that looks like 
Joltin’ Joe’s work. So | turned back to page 
1 and lo and behold it was. All the memo- 
ries of comics in the 70’s came back to me. 
Thanks for bringing that joy back. Although 
there are many talented artists around 
nowadays. | miss people like Joe, who 
were mainstays of the comic industry back 
then. | have been reading and collecting 
since the late 60's and although change is 
necessary it is not always fun. John and 
Sal Buscema, Dave Cockrum, Vince 
Coletta, Gil Kane, Neal Adams, Jim Starlin 
and many others are sorely missed today. 
This book with John and Tom doing the 
work is a nice step backwards in time, not 
just for the X-Men, but for the reader. 
Thanks once again. 


Jeremy Shackelford 
jeremy@ocs.org 


Looking more and more like asking 
Joltin’ Joe aboard was not our worst 
move, huh? Thanks right back, Jeremy! 


Greetings X-People. 

Is there a mistake on page eight of issue 
#8? Jonny Storm states, “He makes the 
Thing look like Mel Gibson.” If they’re talk- 
ing about the film star, he was not around 
in the 60’s [USA]. By the way, great art- 
work. 


Mike 
London, England 


No mistake, Mike!! Courtesy of that 
mysterious force known as “Marvel 
Time,” HIDDEN YEARS is taking place 
quite a while after Mr. Gibson became an 


E-MAIL: 
MAIL@ 
MARVEL.COM 


MARK E-MAIL 
"OKAY TO PRINT” 


iow, 
INT AND LENGTH. 


international 
superstar! 


Dear Mr. Byrne sir, 
| think you were being extremely clever 
with this series. Maybe just a little 2 clever. 
There’s been 2 much good storytelling and 
pictures going on. And 2 much of this and 
2 much of that equals *4*, and that’s 
always bound to happen when you're 
involved. Not that I’m complaining, of 
course. My first exposure to the F.F. was 
FANTASTIC FOUR #238, which you wrote 
and pencilled, and even as a kid, | thought, 
“magnificent! Thanks for bringing Reed, 
Crystal, Ben, and Johnny along for the ride 
in THE HIDDEN YEARS, and for putting Ms. 
Jean Grey in her old black-and-yellows. To 
retrophrase, she certainly looks groovy in 
them! 

Lloyde Allen Grant 
(Address withheld by request) 


We were about 2 inches from “fixing” 
your “DudeSpeak,” Lloyde, until we saw 
where you were going with it! Glad the 
book speaks 2 U! 


John and Tom, 

Joe Sinnott doing the Fantastic Four!?! 
How cool is that? And doing a space-faring 
mulli-issue epic! Wow, what a great series 
of flashbacks that sent me through. It was 
like all the best parts of my childhood 
memories of the FF blended together. 
Simply put: very cool. But, this is a book 
about the X-Men, so | should probably 
make a comment or two about them. 

Obviously, | enjoyed the storyline itself, 
but | think what really made the issue click 
for me was the character interplay. Hank as 
a sort of transition between Reed and Ben 
and Reed as a transition between Hank, 
Scott and Charles. Very nice. | would’ve 
liked to have seen a little more of the 
Human Torch, but I'll remind myself that 
he’s a guest in this book. Back to the X- 
Men: the sub-plots of what's going on with 
Professor Xavier's mind and Marvel Girl's 
Phoenix power have me intrigued. And, of 
course, whether or not those have any 
effect on the main mission against the 
Z'Nox. In short, keep up the great work. 
Another fun and exciting issue! 


Sean Kleefeld 
SKleefeld@aol.com 


Thanks, Sean — and we hope you 
weren’t “disappointed” when Joe did not 
ink the FF in the second part of our saga. 
As we’ve mentioned elsewhere, Tom 
wanted his shot at “inking Kirby,” too! 
And pretty darn 
sharp it looked, 
we think! 
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ALL THE MUTANTS 
IN THE AREA 
--“ANDP PESTROY 
THEM! 


THE GENTLEMAN 
SHARING THIS 
TRAGIE MOMENT 
Ve JUPGE R.C. 

CHALMERS, 


A 
MAN OF QUWUET 
PISPOSITION 
ANP THOUGHT, 


WATCH CLOSAY 
NOW, AS THE 
ACTIONS OF HIS 
FATHER’S 

OLDEST FRIEND 


HO. EFORE 
LARRY TRASK 
THE DARKEST 
MIRROR OF HIS 
TROUBLEP SOUL. 


ZELIZ 


SOUTH, 
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7 MY 
| MEDALLION! 
WHAT ARE 
YOU .2!/2 


WHY THE 
SUDDEN 
CONCERN, 
JUPGE? 


I/M_ SORRY, NO... YOU 
LAD’ TI DIP WERE ‘RIGHT 
TO STOP 


ME! iTWAs 


BUT WHEN ORDER BUCH 
ene - WHO, 

STAND MY LESALE 

% q slap SLAUGHTER! 

YOU DON'T Ne PURPOSE... : 


KNOW WHAT 
YOUWRE 
SAYING, BOY! 


EVEN OF 


ANP 
you LEAVE = 
AEN . (PREPARATIONS 

SENTINELS TO DO LIKEWISE 
PREPARE TO TO ALL MUTANTS 
TERMINATE ALL REMAINING AT 
MUTANTS IN LIBERTY. 
VICINITY. 


DPIDN’T YOu 
HEAR ME? WHY 
WON'T YOu 
LISTEN? WHY 
WON'T YOu 
OBEY? ? 


WE OBEY THE 
PROGRAMMING 
YOU INSTALLED IN 
OUR POSITRONIE 
CIRCUITRY, 
LARRY TRASK. 


MUTANT 2 
RE 
YOU MAP? 


PROGRAMMING 
WHICH FORBIPS 
ANY SENTINEL 
FROM OBEYING 
ORDERS GIVEN 
TOITBYA 


THIS 


MEVALLION... 
THE ONE YOUR 
FATHER GAVE 
YOu, 


COMMANPED 
YOU NEVER TO 


ITS HIDDEN 
CIRCUITRY 
opeeNie A 

z/ 
DAMES DOWN _ THE POWER 
ANP WAS THAT FORESAW 


YOUR OWN THE MOMENT OF | 


TERRIBLE YOUR OWN 
IOWER, MOTHER'S 
MUTANT Fe DEATH. 


CONARMATION: 
TRASK, 
LAWRENCE 
IDENTIFIED AS 
PRECOGNITIVE. 


AND NOW WE 
SENTINELS MUST 
CARRY OUT THE 
LAST ORDER 
GIVEN TO US 
WHEN HE STILL 
REGISTERED ON 
OUR SYSTEMS 
AS HUMAN, 


TWO WEEKS 


SILENCE LIES 
HEAVY ON THESE 
SPARE, DARK 
CORRIPORS. 


THE LAST 
ECHOES OF THE 
CONFLAGRATION 
WHICH ONCE 
AILLED THIS 


SIALEHLAE = 
FAPEP TO 
NOTHING. 


THE MAIN FORCE 
OF THE MUTANT- 
HUNTING. 


SENTINELS ARE 
GONE... ALL THAT HERE 
sea BY Ponrit ARE 
—MAN MENT: 
CALLED iii 
CYCLOPS INTO 
HURLING THEIR 


THE SLN ITSELF. 


.., THE SHATTERED 
FARTS OF THE 
DOZEN OR MORE 
SENTINELS 
DESTROYED IN 
THEIR ATTACKS 
ON OUR MUTANT 
TEAM, 


La SLOWLY--A 
PESTROYED... Ly HUMAN WITNESS 


ANP, THERE IN 
THE SHAPOWS, 
FAR FROM THE 
LIGHT OF THE 
LIFE GIVING STAR 


THAT HAS 
a a CONSUMED THEIR 
THEMSELVES. BRETHREN... 


X AR fe. 4@ 


} 
is i" meme ass ‘a 


V4 
\ 


BUT NOT IT 
WOULP SEEM, DPRAG 
COMPLETELY THEMSELVES 
DEACTIVATED. ACROSS ONCE 
GLEAMING psn 
METAL FLOORS. Bos BEE ye 
REBIRTH! 


TODAY... 1% 


A re ‘tak 
THE PLEASANT a 
Bppieey PLACE ONE 
COUNTRYSIDE MIGHT THINK TO 
EC er HARBOR A SCENE 
OF DUNFEE, OF CHADS... 
ILLINOIS, 


NOW IT Diovan EOCENE | 
ga yaerry Celi , RACE THROUGH 
seniwer  ELTILE MARTIN THE MINP OF THE 
2eeneD ORL, ASHLEY, uly MAN CALLED 
xm > A 
THROUGH THIS a PROFESSOR X... 


I DIDN’T HELP 
yy YOu AND HIDE 
YOU IN THE OLD you JUST 
IT 
cae 7 BARN 50 YOu PUT ME 
RECOCNIZES ; COULP WRECK DOWN RIGHT 
MUTANT WHOSE é HOE? als 
APPEARANCE : 
BROUGHT L& 
HERES 


“TOLD IN 
GREATER DETAIL 
LAST ISSUE - FT a Y Geen) 


Npowes” Wy 43 1CucH Sy at NBCES, 
: IS SON ne --I JUST DON’T 
THIRD MUTANT NN pee UNVETERMINED. ZONTROLLING C KNOW WHAT'S 
READING THE THING/ GOTTEN NTO 
IDENTIFIED AS MY ROBOT, 
MARTIN, ASHLEY. . “a 


THE SENTINEL, .. 
OBEYEP HER/ I 
THOUGHT 
IOTHING OF IT 
WHEN IT SEEMED 
TO DO AS SHE 
SAIP,,, 


» ANP PUT 
MeclCOY ANP ME 
BACK DOWN ON 

THE GROUNP. 
AFTER CAPTUR- 
ING US,,, 


‘HE’S BEEN $0 
WELL BEHAVED 


YES--SHE’S 

THE MENTAL 

SIGNATURE I 
WAS READING A 
MOMENT AGO." 


ONLY JUST, 
SHE’S THE a 
MUTANT BIRD- 
GIRL WHO 
BEFRIENDED HOR LASTISSUE, ff 
WARREN IN THE IF YOU PREFER - J & 
\ SAVAGE LANP. 


DOW! 


R N | 
FROM HERE? joe 


YES--SHE 
WEIGHS NEXT 


\~ 


WITHIN THE 
¢ LIMITATIONS OF 
= MY TELEKINESIS, 


SHE'S IN THERE’S BUT GET- ‘ 
BAD SHAPE! MEDIC AL TING BACK TO IT Py 
WHAT ARE WE/ FACILITIES ON MAY BE A BIT OF 
GONNA DO? On SALE A PROBLEM 
Wess 


OUR HOSTS 
HAVE 

APPARENTLY 

RECOVERED 


I’M 
HERE, MY 
CHILPREN. 


WHERE’S 
KRUEGER? 


HE SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO 
HANDLE THIS/ 


WE CAN‘T. 
GET TO THEM 
AS LONG AS THE 
MALE KEEPS 
BLASTING! 


MY OPTIC ete oo 
BLAST JUST HAVE rhe 


CYCLOPS, 
RAINWATER / 


DEVIL.27 


MY NAME IS 
KRUEGER. FOR 
NOW THAT IS AS 
MUCH AS YOU 
NEED TO KNOW. 


you OF COURSE.I_ § Sey 
CALLED HAVE FOLLOWED ‘ ; Ret THOUGH WE 
ME THE CAREERS OF OWN Weare wey =PONOT HIPE 
“CYCLOPS". YOU X-MEN OUR AFFLICTIONS 
SINCE YOUR (BS. BEHIND POLITE 
yOu PUBLIC DEBUT a GATHERED fl TERMS OF 
KNOW WHO\ CAPE CITAPEL,,,** 9 ABOUT MEA / Ms: 5: SCIENCE AS YOu 
WE ARE? BAND OF / Pe DO. 
' NATURE'S 


WE HAVE NO 
NEED FOR WORDS 
LIKE “MUTANT,” 
WE ARE QUITE 
CONTENT TO 
CALL OURSELVES 
FREAKS. ; 


“WAY WAY gee IN 
UNCANNY #/ - 


THAT BASE 
CAMP 15 OLD \ 
P ALNOS 
WO ONCLETE 
RUINS, . 


WHICH MIGHT 
GIVE TROUBLE 
TO THE MASTER, 


| WHICH HAPPENED YZ 
LAST ISSUE - Fe IG 
wf; 


ONLY My 
TATTERED 
GARMENTS 
STANP BETWEEN 
ME,,, 


POWERS HAVE 
BEEN TO SOME 


A 


») 


AN 
I 


2 -BUT IT WILL 
MAKE BETTER 
(EL 


REACHING THIS 
ISLE, 
LP ay 

ip 


NEARLY, 
AWPHIBILIS, 


APPARENTLY 
THERE YET 
LINGERS SOME 
AFTER TS 
OF THE HEALING 
RADIATION OF 
THE DEEP INLAND 
VOLCANOES, 


“IT ARRIVED 
Fe HERE A WEEK 
Be AGO? 


— tty 


i NS 


Aig 


EAH -- HE 
JUST DROPPED 
INTO MY BACK 
YARD LIKE A BIG 

OL’ METEOR, OR 
SOMETHING! 


ANP,,, UNTIL 
NOW IT MADE 
NO MOVES TO 
HARM YOU IN ANY 
WAY? 


THAT [S.., 
MOST EXTRA- 
ORDINARY! 


WAS THERE 


AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO JOT DOWN 
THE NUMERIC 
APPELLATION OF 
THAT DOMESTIC 
HAULER? 


MY 
STRENGTH AND 
AAILITY MAY NOT 
BE SUFFICIENT 

TO THE TASK OF 

ACTUALLY 

DEFEATING 

YOu... 


REGISTERING 
ATTACK FROM 
MUTANT. 


OMIGOSH! 
LOOK OUT 
PROFESSOR..!! 


IDENTIFYING: 
MECOY, HENRY, 
CODE 


DESIGNATION 


CALCULATING THE BEAST. 
APPROPRIATE 
FORM OF 
RESPONSE. 


.. QUT I CAN AT 
LEAST PROVIDE 
SUFFICIENT 
DIVERSION THAT 
THE PROF ANP 
THE CHILD CAN 
ESCAPE. 


/ 


WELL, YOu 
WON'T BE 
ZAPPING ME 

WITH NERVE GAS 
AGAIN, MY N 

COMPUTERIZED A, 
CONFRERE, \ 


THAT WILL 
NOT BE 
NECESSARY, 
MELOY! 


AIG BOT! 
you 
STOPS! 


THE 
SENTINEL HAS 
CEASEP ITS 
COUNTERAT TACK! 


PROFESSOR. ? 


IT WOULD 
APPEAR THIS 
POTENTIALLY 
DANGEROUS 


SITUATION IS... 
TEMPORARILY IN 
HAND! 


ER... 
YEARS OF 


PRACTICE. 


BUT, ..PRO- 


FESSOR,.. WHAT 
AME 


THAT’S 
PRETTY GOOD 
JUMP 


IN 
A i HOWBO 
MISTER! SOU BO 


ASHLEY! OH, BABY, GENETIC BUT... WHO _ARE 
YOWRE OKAY! SCANS IDENTIFY THESE MEN? 
WHEN I PROVE NEWCOMER AS ANP... ANP WHA 

uP AND SAW THE FEMALE PARENT IN THE WORL, 

HOUSE..!! OF MARTIN, 15... 1S THAT? 
ASHLEY. CODE 
APPELLATION 
WMOM,// 


NO VARIANT 

FROM CORRECT 

GENETIC MATRIX 
DETECTED. 


DON'T BE 
AFRAIP, MOM, HE 
GOTALITILE BIGBOT. 
CARRIED AWAY, 
BUT THIS IS MY 
d] 


OF COURSE, YOU 
HAVE MANY 
QUESTIONS...” 


ONLY ONE TO ( WHERE NOWHERE SUFFICE TO 
IS HE? 
a OF ANY PRI 
CON: 
ON BOARD THIS YOU, CYCLOPS. 


SHIP... 


L AS “SAFE” 
AS THIS BIRD- 
; GIRL? 


YOU HAVE A 
FUNNY WAY OF 
DEALING WITH 
YOUR CLESTS, 

KRUEGER, 


MARVEL 
GIRL? 


I THINK 
you’? BETTER 


EN TO 


ANP NOW, IF 
MARVEL GIRL IS 
DONE WITH HER 
LITTLE TEMPER 

TANTRUM,,,, 


THE CREATURE 
BROUGHT HER 
PUNISHMENT ON 
HERSELF, 
MARVEL GIRL. 


HE 
THINKS 


OF COURSE! 


IDENTITY WHILE 
SHE'S WITH Ls, 


POWER OF MY 
OPTIC BLASTS IF 
YOU DON’T CLAIM 
TO BE A MUTANT! 


...BUT I DID NOT 

AH, BUT THAT IS a SAY I WAS NOTA 

NOT WHAT LI ¢ MUTANT MYSELF! 
SAIP, CYCLOPS. ‘ 


HE'S WAITING 
TO TALK TO 
YOU ON THE ; 
SHIP-TO-SHORE | 
RADIO. y 


A MOMENT, 
REMIPED, 


I SAID WE HERE 
REJECT SUCH 
POLITE TERMS... 


\ THEIR UNIG@UE 
N MUTATIONS 


LITTLE 
REALIZING 
THAT ONE WHO 


THOSE LIVES / 


i WD A “c) i 
OW, BUSINESS / ae) DOES C ¥ 
a = 2 Hite W207? TIME pM 
y t WOOP iB? A mprover HIM, NO. CALLNG RE FE 
IMPROVEP FROM af a YOU RECEIVING 
WHEN LAST WE ff \ ya ME? 
>» SPOKE. a —_ , f 


SOMETHING... 
Y SPECI, 
MY FRIEND. 


LREADY 
PURCHASED,,, 
IF YOU ARE 


INTERESTED IN 
EXPANPING YOUR 
COLLECTION. 


ALY 
INTERESTED IN A 
CHANCE TO 
SETTLE OLD 
SCORES. 


INDEED. I NOT UNTIL A IVE... HEARD NAMED TRASK 


AM SORRY, PROPER PERIOD OF THESE OR 
MRS. MARTIN--IT OF PREPARATION SENTINELS, THEY 
& ear ” HAS 7 aad AT WERE aa ead SOMETHING... 
NORMAL POLICE LEAST... 
te = EVEN WEEKS AGO. 
TH TS 
AWARE OF THEIR BUT THE 
CHILD'S GIFTS. PRESENCE OF 
THIS ROBOTIC 
RAVAGER HAS 
RATHER 
DIMINISHEP OUR 
OPTIONS IN THAT 
RESPECT! 


BUT.,, HOW 
DID THIS THING 
FIND ASHLEY? 


SURE. IT’S 
NOT LIKE 
HE’D HAVE A 
CHOICE. 


ASHLEY,.,I \ BIG BOT! 


WONDER, ,, DO ) HR iO) . TELL US WHY 
YOU THINK l . 
YOUR,.. FRIEND 
WOULD TELL LS 
IF YOU ASKEP 
HIM? 


y: IG RANMAING, Ir | INCOMPLETE REPAIR 


REQUIRED 


| SEQUENCE MADE 
TERMN, 


TION OF 
MUTANT TEMPORARILY / 
IMPOSSIBLE,” fey 


BUT,,, BUT 
WHAT ARE you 
GOING TO DO? 
WHAT ARE WE 
GOING TO DO? 


IF ASHLEY 

A MUTANT... AND 
THIS THING IS 

PROGR, 


SURE. I 
KNEW YOU? 


you 
ABOUT HIM! 


{f BIG BOT, 
YOu STOP 
THIS! 


PROFESSOR! 
WHAT CAN WE 
DO?? 
+ 
ASHLEY'S 
COMMANPS! 


ASHLEY /! 


PROGRAMMING 
CAN BE 
CANCELED BY 
CORRECT 
STIMULUS. 


A 
ANALYSIS: ARE 
INSTRUCTIONE: 
YOU WERE 
MY FRIENP! YOu 
DON’T HAVE TO 
PAY ANY 
ATTENTION TO RIMARY 
YOUR DUMB OLD ENCODING? 
FPROGRAWWUING/ CONCLUSION... 


I HAVE 


HAP ENOUGH 
OF YOU, BIG 
BOT! 


UNIT 
PROGRAMMING 


DENIES ALL 
COMMANPS 
ENTERED By. 
NON-HUMANS. 


IN VICINITY 
REMAINS 
IMPERATIVE, 


NOBODY 
SHOULD BE 
FRIENPS WITH 
you! 


MAYBE 
THEY SHOULD 
ee EACH 


ALL HA 
OTH 


ASHLEY.? BE CARERUL SOMETHING .. BEFORE 
MRS. MARTIN! OFA I GET 
SOMETHING IS 2 PRODIGIOUSLY 
STILL EGATIVE 
HAPPENING / 


SO HELP= 17'S NOT JUST Poni S ey 
LESS? 2 “THAT LUNATIC BYERS 
ATTAEKING LIS, KGET CLEAR--BUT 


ITS THIS S 
HE LOOKS TO BE 
OVERWHELMING IN BAP SHAPE! 


BACK! 
STAY AWAY 


--, THAT I 
SHOULP BE 
ABLE TO CO 
MORE T? 
FIGHT BACK! 


WHAT DIP 
YOU CALL ME/? 
HOW DO YOu 


KNOW M 
. NAME? 


fi 


HAVE SUNK 
TOO Low! 


NOTHING I CAN 
DO TO STOP 
MYSELF 
DRAINING THE 
LIFE FORCE OuT 
OF YOu! 


AN? 
WHY 


1? 


WHY SHOULD 
I DENY MYSELF 

THE POWER 

THAT IS MY. 


_ BIRTHRIGHT 2 


KARL Ly¥KOS 
MAY BE ILL 
E@UIPPED TO 
DEAL WITH THE 
INVAPER WHO 

ATTACKS THIS 
ISLE... n 


...BUT THAT 
INVADER HAS 
RECKONED 
WITHOUT THE 
PEERLESS 
POWER OF 


~ AVAILABLE AUGUST 9TH 
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 


Beginning a three-part shocker that finally 43 
reveals the secrets of Detective Arthur Stacy, 2 2 
the super-powered Ranger and Senator 
Stewart Ward! By Howard Mackie, John Romita : Nhy is Doctor 
Jr. and Scott Hanna! ne eRe 
AVENGERS: 

THE KREE/SKRULL WAR 
The classic cosmic saga (originally presented 
in AVENGERS #89 - #97) is reprinted in this 
208-page trade paperback! By Roy Thomas 
and Neal Adams! 


AVENGERS INFINITY Ws ye an €| MANNER! 


Tempers flare as Thor, Photon, Tigra, 4 
Starfox, Moondragon and Quasar disagree ; EXCLUSIVE SUBSCRIBER 
on how to best confront the Servitors! By . lp ~F f SAVINGS AND SERVICES: 


Roger Stern, Sean Chen and Scott Hanna! NS % ¢ Save money on your 
AVENGERS UNIVERSE w3 . favorite Marvel Comics! 


This 80-page comic reprints three tales 4's e j 
starring Earth's Mightiest Heroes — along 3 ot pee Haleelag 
with informative character bios and I c y 
story summaries! an You won't miss a 


BLACK PANTHER vi  ® single issue! 


In part two of “Cat Trap," the new Black #3 All issues are 
Panther and the Avengers race to Wakanda 23 oN mailed with card- 
for a showdown with Deadpool! By i r \l board backing in 
Christopher Priest, Sal Velluto and Bob Almond! ol new weather- 
CABLE \ em, ‘esistant cello- 
In desperation, Cable calls upon Phoenix "Bu ] rN phane bags! 


renewal! 


and the Beast for his final battle with the 
Undying — but will even the X-Men's help be 0 p\\ ° Lower 
enough? By Robert Weinberg and Michael Ryan! : @ \} prices on 


DOOM 


Trapped in the deadly deserts of Doomworld, 4s 
an armorless Victor Von Doom battles for 1 
his very survival! By Chuck Dixon and 
Leonardo Manco! 


GENERATION X 


As one member of Generation X finds 4 
herself the target of anti-mutant paranoia, 68 
two other teammates are drawn together 
romantically! By Warren Ellis, Brian Wood and 
Steve Pugh! 


IRON MAN 


A romantic weekend for Tony Stark and 4% 
Rumiko takes a strange turn when they're 33 
invited to the hottest — and strangest — 
party in town! By Joe Quesada, Frank Tieri and 
Alitha Martinez! 
PUNISHER 


Frank Castle lies near death — and his cover rss 
as an anonymous apartment dweller has 7 
been blown! By Garth Ennis, Steve Dillon and 
Jimmy Palmiotti! 
SPACEKNIGHTS 


From the depths of outer space, the sons "4 
of Rom — and a new generation of warriors 
— return! By Jim Starlin, Chris Batista and 
Chip Wallace! 
SPIDER-GIRL 
"Mayday" is surrounded by Mr. Abnormal, 43 
Killerwatt, Dragon King, Sabreclaw, Raptor 25 
and Funny Face — a.k.a. the Savage Six! 
By Tom DeFalco, Pat Olliffe and Al Williamson! 
SPIDER-MAN UNIVERSE 


It's 80 pages of action with reprints of three 4 
complete Spider-Man adventures — plus 7 
helpful character bios and story summaries! 


Two Ways 


To ORDER 

¢ Call us at 

203-743-5331 

¢ Surf over to 

our website: 
www.marvel.com/subscribe 
(Matt Murdock Legal Text: Allow 6 

to 10 weeks for delivery of your first 


issue. TM & © 2000 Marvel Enterprises, 
Inc. All rights reserved.) 


Do YOU LIKE CABLE BETTER AS A MEMBER OF X-MEN OR AS A SOLO WARRIOR? 
iia He's: A TERRIFIC TEAMMA be] MM He's A 80RN LONER! S| 
Go to www.marvel.com to cast your vote! (AOL Keyword: Marvel 
Design by RS and COMICRAFT's Eric Eng Wong LOOKING FOR THE NEAREST COMICS SHOP? CALL 1-888-COMIC BOOK 


Jason and John B.: 

Holy cow, people, |’m in 
fanboy heaven! X-MEN: THE 
HIDDEN YEARS is without 
hesitation my favorite 
comic onthe market. The 
concept is refreshing and 
the execution has been 
magnificent. _X-M:THY 
is retro without actually being retro. Not to 
gloss over Mr. Byrne’s efforts, but the ele- 
ment that has me sucked into every issue 
is, believe it or not, the inking. Tom Palmer 
is one of the best inkers ever and | pore over 
every line of every issue. It takes me a half- 
hour to read each issue, I’m so absorbed in 
the gorgeous line work. But issue #8 was 
an even BIGGER treat! The absolute best 
inker ever is without question Joe Sinnott. 
He's the only inker who alone can sell me a 
book. Sinnott remains unjustifiably under- 
rated and most certainly underused. Juicy 
fat lines forever— skinny pen lines never! 
But | have a question: this wasn’t mentioned 
in the credits, but it appears Palmer inked 
the X-Men and backgrounds while Sinnott 
inked all the Fantastic Four figures. 
Splendid idea! Do this EVERY time a guest 
star appears! Lastly, | want to say that | 
want you to keep Marvel Girl in the black 
and yellow costume. It’s the most com- 
pelling X-costume of the issue. Please 
don’t change it back. 


Daniel Preece 
fumetti@eastky.net 


We like that “retro without being retro” 
line, Daniel! We like to think writing and 
drawing good comics is just business as 
usual, not nostalgia! As to Jean’s cos- 
tume—at least for the present, let us say, 
“Your wish is our command!” 


Hi, Gang, 

| wanted to write to you folks-at The 
House of Ideas about my admiration of you 
for the creation of 
this book. This 
comic is the reason 
! started to read 
Marvel once again. 
X-M:THY has a 
freshness and inno- 
cence about it that 
is just what | need- 
ed. It brings me 
back to when | first 


LYSA 
HAWKINS 
ASSISTANT J 
EDITOR 


JASON 
LIEBIC 
EDITOR 


started to read 
comics back in the 
late 1970s. The 


premise of chroni- 
cling the years of 
the X-Men before 
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stroke of genius! Not to mention long over- 
due. And also to have John Byrne do the 
honors of the writing and the art. | didn’t 
find out about X-MEN:THY until issue 7 but 
count me in for the long haul on this one. | 
have made some observations that just 
occurred to me about having a lengthy 
series that takes place during the X-Men’s 
missing years though. First, nothing drastic 
can happen to any of them because we all 
know how it comes out in the ultimate end. 
Second, the costumes can’t ever change. 
Not just for the young mutants but for the 
entire Marvel Universe. | also have one 
complaint. The appearance of Ororo. | don’t 
mean what she was wearing(or the lack of 
it, for that matter), but the fact that she was 
in the book at all. To me, this book is about 
the original crew, plus Havok and Lorna 
Dane. If you bring in Storm into the story so 
early in these young people’s careers, 
what's to say you won't bring in Wolverine. 
(Or should | say Weapon X?) if the team 
goes to Canada? Or a very young 
Nightcrawler if there is big trouble in West 
Germany? | ask you as intelligent men and 
women not to fall into the guest star routine. 
Be original. That’s what Marvel stood for 
when it came out in 1961 with the Fantastic 
Four and | know you can still do it! Make 
Mine Marvel!! 


John Ayres 
JD-NSAyres@webtv.net 


Oh, ye of little faith, J.A.! We used 
Ororo as our nod to the “new” X-Men 
because hers was the only history which 
allowed a neat, clean insertion into the 
“lost” continuity. She’s not meant to open 
the floodgates and allow everyone else to 
pour in! 


Dear Jason, 

Nothing could be more disturbing than 
seeing the Phoenix in these pages. You play 
a dangerous game when you tinker with the 
greatest run the X-Men book ever had, 
specifically the Dark Phoenix Saga. | don’t 
think you could have done anything to make 
me scrutinize this title so much. On the flip- 
side, I’ve come to anticipate extraordinary 
goings on here, so I'll be keeping you post- 
ed. 

An extra bonus here is seeing the 
Fantastic Four! | loved JB’s work when he 
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did that book 

and seeing 
him include them 
here is fab! 


Scot W. Myers 
Charleston, SC 


Well, Scot, remember who was half of 
the writer/artist team that made the Dark 
Phoenix saga “the greatest run the X-Men 
book ever had.” The guy who is writing 
and drawing this book, if memory serves! 


Dear John, 

| have picked up every issue of X-MEN: 
THE HIDDEN YEARS so far, and | am quite 
impressed in general. One thing | dislike are 
the numerous references to modern pop- 
Culture icons that would definitely not have 
been around in the late 60s and early 76s. 


John Varner 
(Address withheld by request) 


Indeed they wouldn’t—but then neither 
are our stories! Courtesy of the magic of 
“Marvel Time,” HIDDEN YEARS takes 
place barely more than half a dozen years 
ago, making all such “topical references” 
entirely appropriate! 


Dear Marvel, 

I’m intrigued to find that it was the 
Phoenix-force stalking Jean Grey when the 
X-Men and the Fantastic Four went into 
space to find the Z’Nox; therefore, it makes 
UNCANNY X-MEN #100-101 and FANTAS- 
TIC FOUR (volume 1) #286 as well as 
Claremont’s backstory in CLASSIC X-MEN 
#8 possess far more meaning than ever 
before. The Phoenix senses that Jean 
Grey’s body and mind are compatible for its 
own cosmic energies. It is waiting for the 
right time for the cosmic entity to make its 
own offer to Marvel Girl in UNCANNY X- 
MEN #100. Brilliant! 

Now, what about Karl Lykos and the 
amnesiac Iceman? What about the Sentinel 
stalking the little girl? You have me 
intrigued, Mr. Byrne. Keep up the non-for- 
mulaic writing and I'll keep reading X-MEN: 
THE HIDDEN YEARS. 


David Morgan 
(Address withheld by request) 


Keeping you intrigued—and hopefully 
guessing!—is 
what we’re here 
for, David! 


